forces of the Allies in India, should they so desire, in order to
ward off and resist Japanese or other aggression, and to protect
and help China.

The proposal of withdrawal of the British power from India
was never intended to mean the physical withdrawal of all
Britishers from India, and certainly not of those who would
make India their home and live there as citizens and as equals
with the others. If such , withdrawal takes place with goodwill,
it would result in establishing a stable provisional Government
in India and co-operation between this Government and the
United Nations in resisting aggression and helping China.

The Congress realizes that there may be risks involved in
such a course. Such risks, however, have to be faced by any
country in order to achieve freedom and, more especially at the
present critical juncture, in order to save the country and the
larger cause of freedom the world over from far greater risks
and perils.

While, therefore, the Congress is impatient to achieve the
national purpose, it wishes to take no hasty step and would like
to avoid, in so far as is possible, any course of action that might
embarrass the United Nations. The Congress would plead with
the British Power to accept the very reasonable and just propo-
sal herein made, not only in the interest of India but also that
of Britain and of the cause of freedom to which the United
Nations proclaim their adherence.

Should however this appeal fail, the Congress cannot view
without the gravest apprehension the continuation of the pre-
sent state of affairs, involving a progressive deterioration in the
situation and weakening of India's will and power to resist ag-
gression. The Congress will then be reluctantly compelled to uti-
lize all the non-violent strength it might have gathered since
1920, when it adopted non-violence as part of its policy for the
vindication of political rights and liberty. Such a widespread
struggle would inevitably be under the leadership of Gandhiji
As the issues raised are of the most vital and far-reaching
importance to the people of India as well as to the peoples of the
United Nations, the Working Committee refer them to the All
India Congress Committee for final decision. For this purpose
the A. I. C. C. will meet in Bombay on the seventh of August,
1942.
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